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Conference impressions 

This year’s conference in Liverpool was by any
measure a great success.  The event served to
reach out with a clear message of hope to the
wider electorate whilst  providing an exciting
forum  for  lively  and  democratic  debate  to
help determine our policy and programme for
Government.   Set  piece  presentations  by
senior  shadow  cabinet  members  were,
without exception, well crafted and delivered
with the conviction and gravitas of a Labour
Government in waiting.

The conference was conducted in a spirit  of
comradeship  thwarting  efforts  of  the
mainstream  media  to  highlight  division  and
disunity.  We saw at  close  hand the likes  of
Kuenssberg  and  Crick  desperately  trying  to
provoke  a  negative  reaction  and  being
disappointed time and again when they were
confronted  by  solid  support  for  Jeremy
Corbyn  and  the  socialist  policies  he
represents.

Media  coverage  in  the  early  part  of
Conference focussed on little else but Brexit
eagerly  anticipating  huge  divisions  between
the leadership and supporters of a ‘Peoples’
Vote’;  in  fact both sides came together in a
support of a single motion which was carried
with only a handful  of votes against.   Given
the Tory’s failure to negotiate anything other
than  either  ‘no  deal’  or  a  ‘bad  deal’  the
Labour Party line is now that all  options are
on  the  table  with  preference  for  a  General
Election at the earliest opportunity.

A contemporary motion on Palestine was first
prioritised  and  then  debated  and  passed
overwhelmingly  by  conference  in  a  super
demonstration of international solidarity.

Thank you to the all  five  of  Hexham’s  CLP’s
conference  delegates  for  all  of  your
commitment and hard work in ensuring that
we  were  fully  represented  throughout  the
four  days  of  Conference  as  well  at  the
Women’s Conference that preceded it.           

                                            Steve Grinter



The World Transformed event with a
backdrop celebrating Liverpool’s rejection of
The Sun and all it represents 

Thank you Conference! 

I wish that we could have bottled the energy
and spirit of this year’s Party conference and
brought it back for you. It is a great privilege
and responsibility to attend on behalf of our
members. To be in Liverpool, the place where
all  those streams rising in our northern hills
come  together  in  the  unstoppable  natural
force  that  is  the  Mersey,  in  a  city  whose
people  know  all  too  well  what  it  is  to  be
vilified  by  Rupert  Murdoch’s  hirelings,  or
falsely  stereo-typed  by  much  of  the  media,
and yet have stood resolute together for years
to  demand  the  justice  that  they  have  been
denied by the Establishment is very fitting for
today’s Labour Party. The city’s long overdue
new hospital stands incomplete and unusable,
a  monument  to  the  ravages  of  the  rip-off
culture  of  neo-liberal  capitalism,  the
privatisation  of  our  public  services  and  a
heartless and incompetent Tory Government.
Labour is here to put an end to all this. When
you experience solidarity it moves you to the
core, it enthuses and empowers you. We are
together,  our  commitment  to  our  common
purpose  is  our  strength  and  we will  not  be
denied.

Here’s  my  account  of  how  your  delegates
sought to work on your behalf at Conference,
what was debated and what  decisions  were
made.

Saturday -----------------  lobbying  the  NEC
on Open Selection

After  the  Women's  Conference  all  our
delegates joined the lobby trying to persuade
members  of  the  National  Executive
Committee  (NEC)  to  support  the  call  from
much  of  the  membership  for  rule  changes
that would reduce the obstacles that MPs can
place in  the way of  candidates getting  onto
the ballot for Party Leadership (the subject of
Hexham  CLP’s  rule  change  motion)  and
introduce open selection of all parliamentary
candidates.  The Labour International  motion
on  Open  Selection  had  been  gathering
increasing support from a large proportion of
party  members,  as  witnessed  by  a  petition
signed by over 50,000 members in just a few
days  running  up  to  Conference.  Hexham
Constituency  Party  (CLP)  Chairman  Steve
Grinter  managed  to  speak  with  John
McDonnell about this as he was entering the
NEC meeting.

Sunday ---  less than we hoped for on the
Democracy Review and Open Selection

As Conference opened it  was clear  that  the
NEC had not supported our position on either
of  these  issues  and  that  the  timetabling  of
Conference business would have the effect of
denying  Conference  the  opportunity  to
directly  debate  and  vote  on  the  open
selection  motion.  CLP  delegates  responded
overwhelmingly  and  challenged  the decision
of  the Conference Arrangements  Committee
(CAC). In the ensuing card vote, in which each
CLP  delegate  had  an  individual  vote  (and
hence  Hexham  CLP  having  5  votes  to  cast)
over 90% of CLP delegates voted to reject the
CAC  report,  but  over  97%  of  trade  union



delegate  votes  were  cast  in  support  of  the
CAC report, which was therefore carried by a
narrow margin. Although most CLP delegates
were  very  unhappy  with  this  outcome  it  is
important to make clear that any attempts to
use  this  to  sow  division  between  CLP  and
trade  union  delegates  made  no  headway  in
the  Conference.  Any  questions  about  how
union  votes  were  cast  is  a  matter  for
members  of  those  unions.  What  was  clear
throughout the rest of the conference is that,
whatever  differences  there  may  be  on  the
details of party democracy and the need for
further rule changes, this would not get in the
way  of  the  overwhelming  support  from
delegates  for  the  further  development  of  a
clear  socialist  programme  of  action  to  be
carried  out  by  a  Jeremy  Corbyn  led  Labour
Government.

Conference  proceeded  with  debate  on  the
National  Executive  Committee  (NEC)
recommendations on the Democracy Review.
The NEC Report grouped its decisions into 8
sections and delegates were able to use their
card vote on each section. Along with a large
majority  of  CLP  delegates  we  voted  against
the  NEC  recommendations  on  card  votes  6,
leadership  ballots,  and  card  vote  8,  trigger
ballots  changes,  which  if  passed  meant  no
debate on open selection.  With trade union
delegations voting overwhelmingly in support
of the NEC position on these two issues card
vote 6 was carried with 63% and card vote 8
with 65%. This compared with support of 97%
to 99% for the other NEC recommendations.

The  motion  from  Women’s  Conference  on
‘Women and the Economy’ was debated and
carried  unanimously  on  a  show  of  hands.
(insert link to motion)

The other main business of the day was the
selection  of  which  Contemporary  Issue
motions would be debated. Four are decided
by CLP delegations  and four  by  trade union

delegations.  We  decided  to  cast  our  single
vote for motions on Housing, Schools, Justice
for Windrush and for Palestine. Our selection
was  made  taking  into  account  that  trade
union delegations would be voting for the key
issues  of  Economy  and  Brexit  and  that  we
could use our vote for other issues.

Monday  ---  economy,  housing,  local
government,  work  &  pensions,  and
education

My  day  started  with  attending  the  early
morning  Health  and  Social  Care  Policy
seminar. John Ashworth, Sharon Hodgson and
a couple of other shadow ministers gave short
introductions  on  specific  policy  areas  and
most  of  the  session  was  given  over  to  a
question and answer session with an audience
of about 40. I think that I might have been the
only person who hasn't worked in the Health
or Care Services. Contributors to the session,
from  ancillary  staff  to  consultants,  local
councillors,  social workers, care workers and
leaders  of  the  Socialist  Health  Association
spoke  from  direct  experience  of  the
challenges and needs for change at all levels.
There can be no doubt the Labour knows and
cares about what it is saying because it is so
intimately involved in the services. Childhood
obesity and the crisis in Child and Adolescent
Mental  Services  were  among  the  issues
addressed.

Today in conference our focus was rightly on
how  a  Labour  Government  would  go  about
addressing  the  economic  and social  carnage
inflicted by eight years of Tory mis-rule, aided
and abetted  by  first  the  Lib-Dems and  now
the DUP. The debates and the detailed policy
proposals  demonstrated  the  deep
engagement  that  the  party  has  in  the  real
lived experiences of 'the many' in our country
and our capacity to generate plans for action
that will properly address the difficulties that
so many of us encounter. It is not possible to



do justice to the policy detail  here, so I  will
just mention a few aspects.

After the Wales report delivered for the final
time  by  Welsh  First  Minister  Carwyn  Jones
conference moved on to the key issues of first
Housing and then the Economy. John Healey,
Shadow  Secretary  of  State  for  Housing,
outlined  how  Labour  will  make  housing  an
absolute priority, enabling local authorities to
undertake  a  major  building  programme  to
boost  the  availability  of  ‘council  housing’  at
realistically affordable rents, to end ‘right to
buy’ so that this housing stock stays in public
hands and doesn’t end up generating rip-off
profits  for  finance  capital  and  private
landlords. There is a specific commitment to
deliver 100,000 social rented homes annually,
remove  the  HRA  borrowing  cap  for  local
authorities  and  enhance  protections  for
private  rental  tenants.  Full  details  of  the
Housing  motion  are  on  the  Hexham  CLP
website. (insert link)

The debate  on the economy underlined our
commitment  to  end  austerity  policies,  to
return water,  rail,  mail  and energy to public
ownership. This  is to include new models of
public  ownership  that  give  workers  and  the
public a meaningful voice in the way services
are  run.  Further,  to  restore  collective
bargaining  rights,  promote  co-operative  and
social  ownership,  and  reform  corporate
governance and introduce worker ownership
funds.  Full  details  of  the  Economy  motion,
moved by UNITE and seconded by CWU, are
on the Hexham CLP website. (insert link).

Emergency  motions  were  passed  on  the
Grenfell Fire and the crisis in the car industry.
Details on our website (insert link)

John McDonnell’s speech set out how Labour
will set about ‘Rebuilding Britain for the many
not  the  few’.  He  correctly  credited  the
brilliant  work  being  done  by  Labour’s

economy  team  to  develop  a  specific  and
deliverable  programme  to  implement  a
genuinely socialist economic programme once
in Government. As I had been involved in the
workers control movement back in the 1970's
I was pleased to hear the announcements on
legislation  for  worker  ownership  funds  and
workers  on the board.  Ultimately  I'd  like  to
see it go further but it is an achievable start
after  long  years  of  the  erosion  and
curtailment of workers’ rights. 

Labour has set itself  the task of tackling the
neo-liberal  economic  establishment  and  the
domination  of  our  economy  by  finance
capital. John announced a series of measures
by which Labour would start on the task once
in office.

Everyone was buzzing after that. John had set
out, in a very credible and accessible way, just
how Labour will in practice go about meeting
the needs and aspirations of  so many in an
economically viable way. This is of course key
to securing the election victory we so long for
and we all so need. 

In  the  afternoon,  after  the  Scotland  Report
delivered by Richard Leonard,  Shadow Work
and  Pensions  Secretary  Margaret
Greenwood's  speech  identified  how  Labour
would  tackle  the  'hostile  environment'  that
pervades  not  only  immigration  but  also  the
fields  of  workers’  rights,  the  'gig  economy'
and the benefits system.

The  motion  on  In-Work  Poverty  moved  by
USDAW  and seconded by  GMB  called  for  a
minimum wage of £10 per hour, a minimum
contract  of  16  hours  per  week  that  reflects
normal working hours, the right to equal pay
for all agency workers from day one of work
and  an  immediate  halt  to  the  rollout  of
Universal Credit and a fundamental overhaul
of the system. Details on our website (insert
link)



I missed Angela Raynor's speech on Education
as I needed to attend a session for party role-
holders,  but  a  lot  of  delegates  were  saying
that  it  was  one  of  the  best  at  this  year's
conference.  Conference  agreed  a  motion  to
bring all schools back under local democratic
control,  including  Academy  and  Multi-
Academy Trusts.

Tuesday --- brexit, business and industrial 
strategy, international policy, justice and 
home affairs plus justice for windrush, 
palestine motion and rule change votes

Plenty there to set the pulses racing! Media
hawks were of course circling to play up any
differences in the party over Brexit. About 125
CLPs and Unions had submitted motions on
the  subject  which  did  reflect  the  range  of
viewpoints  within  the  party.  On  Sunday  a
couple  of  hundred delegates  from CLPs and
Unions who had submitted motions squeezed
into a room to hammer out a single composite
motion. It took five hours of discussion but a
motion was agreed. I have already circulated
the full text of that motion at our branch AGM
and I recommend that, if you haven't yet done
so, you make the effort to read it. There may
still  be  nuances  in  how  the  motion  is
interpreted but it  is  the statement that was
overwhelmingly  agreed by  conference.  (Link
to Motion).

Keir Starmer's speech was well received, and
given that there are still  so many unknowns
about  the  outcome  of  the  remaining
negotiations, what happens on Parliamentary
votes and whether the Labour Party is able to
force  the  early  General  Election  that  we  all
agree is  the best option, the agreed motion
rightly leaves all  options on the table (other
than a no deal exit, or supporting a deal that
fails  to  meet  our  6  tests).  With  so  many
delegates wishing to speak the chair agreed to
extend the debate for an extra hour into the
afternoon  session.  I  was  impressed  by  the

comradely  manner  in  which  delegates
debated  the  issue.  I  think  that  media  hacks
looking for ammunition to use in stories of a
Labour  rift  on  Brexit  will  have  been
disappointed.

The  morning  session  was  rounded  off  by  a
very  impressive  speech  by  Rebecca  Long-
Bailey,  Shadow  Business,  Energy  and
Industrial Strategy. The more I hear her speak
the more pleased I am with the way that both
she and John McDonnell  are able to project
both their socialist economic programme and
their  creditability  for  economic competence.
They  know  what  they  are  talking  about,  it
accords with what most of the general public
would  like  to  see  happening,  and  they  are
providing the confidence that it will work that
the  electorate  need  to  feel  in  order  to  put
Labour into Government.

Also during the morning session we debated
those rule change motions that had not been
eliminated  by  votes  on  the  NEC  Democracy
Review Report. On card vote 10, a motion to
change  the  wording  on  'Conditions  of
Membership'  I  voted  against  the  NEC
recommendation  to  oppose.  I  took  this
decision because the clause as it  stands has
been  used  to  expel  some  members  of  the
party who I regard as good socialists working
hard  for  party  success.  On  card  vote  16,  a
motion to require that any future Leader and
Deputy  Leader  combination  be  gender
balanced.  I  voted  to  accept  the  NEC
recommendation  to  oppose  this  motion
because  while  I  look  forward  to  the  party
having  a  good  socialist  female  leader  or
deputy  leader  the  motion  introduced
procedural  complexities  that  could  make
future  leader/deputy  leader  elections
confusing  and  convoluted.  I  had  two
disappointments regarding motion that were
either  withdrawn or  'remitted'  (put  back  to
the  NEC  for  future  consideration).  City  of
Durham  CLP's  motion  on  reforming  Local



Campaign Forums was remitted. The NEC had
deferred a decision on this Democracy Review
item.  I  would have  liked  the opportunity  to
cast a vote on this issue this year. The other
withdrawn motion was from Cheltenham CLP
and concerned a time-scale for CLP to select
parliamentary candidates. Our CLP has twice
been  mandated  to  write  to  the  NEC  asking
them to enable us to get on with candidate
selection. I think that all our delegates would
have supported this  motion if  we had been
allowed  the  opportunity.  A  delegate  from
Bury St.Edmunds CLP did speak in the same
terms.  As there must  be quite  a number of
CLPs in the same position we are discussing
trying to approach other CLPs with our view
to a joint submission to the NEC calling for a
swift authorisation to proceed with candidate
selection.

The afternoon session was opened by Jeremy
welcoming  Labour  veteran  Lord  Alf  Dubs  to
speak  on  Refugees.  Alf  demonstrated  our
party's  long  standing  commitment  to
welcoming and supporting those of whatever
nationality,  ethnicity  or  religion  who  have
been  forced  to  leave  their  own  homes.  He
also  highlighted  the  Tory  Government's
appalling  record  and  parsimonious  response
to the humanitarian needs of migrants.

Next came an absolutely barnstorming speech
by  Emily  Thornberry.  I  can't  remember  any
serving or would-be Foreign Secretaries in my
lifetime  give  such  rousing  acclaim  to  the
International Brigades (Spanish Civil War anti-
fascist  volunteer  armies)  and  the  inspiring
impact  of  hearing  the  anthem  of  the
international socialist and labour movements,
the  Internationale,  ringing  out.  Good  one
Emily! On policy questions her speech made
clear that the long standing internationalism
and  commitment  to  working  for  peace  of
Jeremy  and  others  in  the  leadership  team
would be central to the ethical foreign policy

that  the  next  labour  Government  will
implement.

In an afternoon of high and heartfelt emotion
we moved to the motion on Palestine. In an
amazing display of solidarity with the rights of
the  Palestinian  people  just  about  every
delegate  in  the  hall  (as  far  as  I  could  see)
raised Palestinian flags and continued to hold
them  aloft  throughout  the  whole  of  an
inspirational  speech  by  the  delegate  from
Harlow  (whom  my  daughter  and  young
grandson will be out door-knocking with when
he contests the most Tory ward in Harlow in
next May's local elections).

The motion overwhelmingly agreed called for
“an  independent  international  investigation
into  Israel's  use  of  force  against  Palestinian
demonstrators;  a  freeze  on  UK Government
arms sales  to  Israel;  and  an  immediate  and
unconditional end to the illegal blockade and
closure of Gaza.”

Despite the efforts of some, the Labour Party
will not have its voice silenced on the crimes
of  the  State  of  Israel  and  the  rights  of  the
Palestinian people. Many delegates also spoke
movingly  in  support  of  the  Justice  for
Windrush  motion  which  was  carried
unanimously by conference.

Diane Abbot,  Shadow Secretary  of  State  for
Home  Affairs,  delivered  a  strong  speech
affirming the commitment to restore the cuts
to  the  policing  budget  and  police  numbers
made by  the Tories  and  to end  the  'hostile
environment'  immigration  policies  by  which
the  Tories  have  shamed  our  country's  long
standing tradition of welcome and support for
those forced to migrate.

Immediately  after  close  of  conference Steve
and I dashed off to the 'Labour and Palestine'
launch  meeting.  The  initiative,  promoted  by
ASLEF,  UNITE  and  the  Palestine  Solidarity
Campaign, aims to specifically raise awareness



of  the  Palestine  issue  among  Labour  Party
members,  providing  information  resources
and  networking  via  newly  established  social
media platforms. This will not aim to replace
the work and role of other groups but focus
upon the development of Labour Party policy
on  the  issue.  We  will  be  coming  back  to
branches  and  the  CLP  with  regards  to  this
initiative.

Wednesday --- health and social care and
the leader's speech

Having attended the policy seminar earlier in
the  week  I  know  that  Shadow  Health
Secretary  John  Ashworth  does  listen  to  the
wealth  of  informed advice  he receives  from
health professionals and workers. He has also
shown himself prepared to talk openly about
his personal experiences. In fact I have been
struck by  the  way in  which many  delegates
speaking  at  conference  have been  prepared
to talk of the difficulties they or their family or
friends  have  faced.  This  is  not  only
courageous, it is also testimony to the spirit of
the party that people feel able to open up in
this  way.  It  also  gives  an  authenticity  to
Labour's  voices  and  offers  ways  to  get  past
the  sort  of  negative  preconceptions  about
politics that many people have. It is the sort of
communication  that  we  need  in  order  to
reach people that have yet to appreciate what
Labour is all about.

John gave a good speech. As well as specific
health issues he identified the need to restore
the swingeing cuts the Tories  have imposed
on Public Health services, that is all the vital
work  that  goes  into  prevention  and  health
education.  He  also  identified  the  growing
threat posed by increasing privatisation within
the  NHS,  often  cloaked  behind  the
complexities  of  'Accountable  Care
Organisations ' or 'Integrated Care Systems' or
whatever  branding  label  is  used  to  mislead
the public about the process of lining up the

organisation of NHS provision to be ready for
yet more out-sourcing to private companies.

Dawn Butler,  Shadow Secretary for Diversity
and  Equality,  gave  an  excellent  speech
highlighting how much more still needs to be
done on issue areas that have long been dear
to Labour's heart.

And  then  it  was  the  one  we  had  all  been
waiting for…Jeremy's speech. This was always
going  to  be  the  most  broadcast  and  seen
event of conference and therefore inevitably
required  a  bit  of  professionalism  (or  'stage
management')  around its  presentation.  I  am
pleased that the party clearly has the services
of professionals who really do know what to
do when it comes to these aspects. Our party
broadcasts  and  videos  are  getting  better  all
the time.  Over the past  3  years  Jeremy has
been pitched into an arena, one may even say
'media  bear-pit',  that  has  not  been  an  easy
environment  for  him  (even  without  the
shameful back-stabbing from some within the
party  who  have  sought  to  undermine  his
leadership).  He has relied upon his integrity,
good nature  and the stalwart  support  of  so
many  party  members  to  come  through
successfully with amazing good grace. He and
the team around him have come a long way in
answering  the  doubters.  This  year's
conference has demonstrated that we are a
party  strongly  united  on  a  socialist
programme for Government and enthused to
go on working  together  to  ensure that  vital
election victory. We will always have debate
and a range of views on how best to proceed
… that's politics, but I do believe that we have
shown ourselves to be united on our common
purpose. This is what the voting public need
to see.

What  most  impressed  me  about  Jeremy's
speech is that he is still the man he always has
been,  a  deeply  committed  socialist
internationalist,  and at  the  same time he  is



able to come across as a man ready and able
to be not only our Prime Minister, but a Prime
Minister for those who don't wake up every
day and think about politics.

Wherever you stand on particular issues I urge
you  to  take  in  the  spirit  of  this  year's
conference.  We  are  moving  forward
confidently together to achieve our common

purpose.                               Phil Bowyer

Meanwhile…..

   



                       ….Stop the witch hunt

The World Transformed - Daphne Gilbert
Another  action  packed  ‘Festival  of  Politics’
took  place  over  four  days,  alongside  the
Labour  Conference  in  Liverpool.  Over  6000
visitors  enjoyed  250  hours  of  events  in  five
venues...a feat of organisation in itself!  Well
done to the young Momentum activists  and
volunteers.  Tories! ´Eat y’ heart out’!
  After  the  endless  summer  of  smear
campaigns we emerged, it seemed, with more
enthusiasm and determination than ever!

  The  highlights,  for  me,  included  the
international  contributors.  ´Mélenchon  in
Conversation’  featured  Jean  Luc  Mélenchon
leader  of  the  French  left  group  La  France
Insoumise  and  international  activist  and
thinker Naomi Klein by video link in ‘A World
for  the  Many’.   And  in  ‘Feeling  the  Bern’
various speakers from the American Left gave
us an insight into their growing movement.
  Labour’s National Education Service: “From
Cradle to Grave” proved to be a particularly
inspiring  and  enthusiastic  event  outlining  a
radical  transformation  of  the  current  failing
system. I hope to build on these ideas in our
local campaigning. Education staff and Unions
from around the country called for an end to
the  ‘Exam  Factory  System’,  Academisation
and the divisive League Table model imposed
across our schools.
                                 
Women’s Conference – Penny Grennan
The Women's conference took place on 
Saturday before main conference with over 
1500 women present. The meeting debated 
four motions. We discussed the topics of: 
Women in the economy; Abortion; Childcare 
and Health and Safety. Two of the motions 
were submitted by women members through 
their Constituency Labour Parties and the 
other two by the trade unions.

  The contributions were wide ranging and we
heard from Dawn Butler, shadow Women and
Equalities minister and from leader of Labour
party  Jeremy  Corbyn.  Hexham  CLP’s
women's delegate  Penny Grennan,  spoke on
women's  pension  poverty  and,  as  a  result,
conference heard many stories from so called
WASPIES  about  the  hardship  they  are
experiencing.
  It  was  the  first  time  in  20  years  that
the Women's conference was allowed to send
a motion to the main conference, so after the
debates on the 4 motions we voted to send
the motion on Women in the economy to the
main conference, where it  was debated and
passed unanimously.
  Next year the Women's Conference will be a
stand  alone  event  and  will  be  held  in
February. Watch this space.
                                          



Inspirational people – Tony Pierre
Much of the time spent at the Labour Party
Conference is  about  listening,  debating,  and
subsequently voting. We get to listen to high
profile,  often  inspirational  speakers  on  the
platform  as  well  as  attending  official  and
unofficial  fringe events.  But  for  me the real
buzz  is  in  meeting  new  people.  Especially
meeting really inspirational people.
   On the Tuesday of the conference, whilst
out on Liverpool’s Bold St having a pizza with
a small group of friends I was introduced to
Alan from Durham City. As the group chatted
over  the  meal  we  exchanged  political
experiences  and stories,  as  you  do at  these
events. 
   Alan’s  inspirational  story  came from two
years ago when UKIP held a Conference at the
SAGE  in  Gateshead.  I  remember  the  event
well  because I  was outside  with  a  group  of
others  protesting  against  the  right  wing  -
letting them know in no uncertain terms what
we thought of them. 
   I  found out on Tuesday that Alan, who is
probably in his 70s (sorry Alan) had managed
to  secrete  himself  into  the  conference  and
there  he  sat,  alone  and  surrounded  by  the
usual suspects associated with UKIP.
   Farage was there of course, and when the
topic  moved  to  the  murder  of  Jo  Cox  and
sympathies were expressed – Alan bellowed
at the top of his voice ‘hypocrites’. It didn’t go
down well. Alan had also smuggled anti-UKIP
leaflets past security and placed them inside
the  official  literature.   Security  had  checked
him over and even commented on how well
he  was  prepared.  Conference  is  also  about
meeting  brave  and  inspirational  people  -
thanks Alan.
                                                

Attending as youth officer

I  had the honour of attending conference as
Hexham’s  “Young  Labour”  delegate.  Jjust
being  at  conference  was  an  incredible
opportunity  to  learn  more  about  the  party,
and how its democracy works, something that
as a relatively new member I found absolutely
fascinating!   Also  having  the  opportunity  to
hear  speeches  from  delegates  and  MPs  is

something that has  been incredibly valuable
to  me  as  a  young  member,  renewing  my
enthusiasm about the party. 

A further opportunity made available to me at
conference was a  training  session  for  youth
officers. This was a very useful. Amongst other
things  we  looked  at  what  makes  a  good
leader,  as  well  as  ways  to  engage  young
members  and  how  to  run  successful
campaigns. It  was an interesting opportunity
to think about what we are already doing well
in Hexham, as well as generating ideas on how
we can improve our engagement with young
members. The most beneficial aspect of it was
being  able  to  network  with  other  youth
officers  from  around  the  country.  We  were
able to compare what was happening in our
CLPs  and  share  ideas.  Interesting  that  the
issues preventing engagement in Hexham are
similar to those in other rural constituencies,
however  the  numbers  of  young  people  we
have  attending  branch  and  Young  Labour
Network  meetings  was  comparable  to  more
urban  constituencies.  So  very  heartening  to
hear we are doing well  on this!  I  have now
returned to the constituency armed with lots
of ideas of how to increase engagement from
our younger members,  so watch this  space!
Holly Waddell

A European union

Conference can be an opportunity  to  listen,
think and talk about issues that Constituency
Labour Parties often don’t  have time to get
round to.  A  prime time for  further  political
education. I  got to hear about Europe – not
the  discussion  dominated  by  Cameron  and
May’s  Brexit  referendum  and  its



consequences. A process intended to hold the
Tory Party together but which may lead to its
demise and even the collapse of the UK.  

At the world transformed events I got to hear
about the progressive Left parties in a variety
of  European  countries.  From  Barcelona  En
Comu, the promise of a municipalism that can
organise people and services at the city and
local level to the problems Syriza has faced in
government in Greece.  Denmark’s Red/Green
Alliance represented the Nordic welfare state
that  has  cushioned  some  of  the  negative
aspects  of  globalisation.  But  across  Europe
from  France  Insoumise  to  Germany’s  Die
Linke the Left  recognises the rise  of  a  rabid
right  wing,  partially  as  a  consequence  of
austerity, and the very real threat it poses for
working people.   

Corbyn’s  Labour  understands  that  the
consequences of privatisation, the unleashing
of a savage market economy, the tethering of
trade  unions  in  conjunction  with  the
‘neoliberalism of the current EU’ requires us
‘to work for an anti-austerity Europe’. So says
Hilary Wainwright, writing in the journal Red
Pepper  produced to coincide with Conference
and The World Transformed. This needs, she
argues,  to  be  ‘based  on  collaboration  and
solidarity and provide a framework for a new
relationship  across  Europe.  Labour  can  go
radically  beyond  the  old  terms  of  debate  –
and division – set by the Tory referendum in
2016’. 
                                            Chris Wharton
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